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Removing a chimney breast became the start of
a much bigger project for the Cotton family, as it
created new opportunities to change their home

mbarking on a rebuilding project But then the architect pointed out
was not the Cotton family’s just how many opportunities would
intention when they bought be unleashed throughout the house
their house. “It all sounded when the chimney breast was gone.
straightforward,” says Alex. “We’d Before we knew it, we were living
just remove the ground floor chimney in rented accommodation while the
breast then we’d be ready to decorate. interior of the house was practically
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demolished and rebuilt,” says Alex.
“We chose the property because

it had a large downstairs footprint

— perfect for our vision of a sleek,
contemporary kitchen and dining area.
But at that point, we didn’t anticipate
where it was all going to end.”

Alex and her husband Jonny lived
in the house for two years with their
children, Jessie, 11, and Tom, nine, as
they came up with a new design and
waited for planning permission. With
architect Imogen Planner, they realised
they had a golden opportunity to >>
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